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A MONTHLY SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE FOR OUR
SYRO MALABAR COMMUNITY MALTA, A PLACE
TO NUTURE MORAL ABILITIES AND BRING
POSITIVE CHANGE IN SOCIETY THROUGH
SPIRITUALITY

Parish day of Our St.Thomas Syro
Malabar Parish day celebration
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A Tribute to Five Years of Exemplary
Service: Malta Community Honours

Fr. Mathew

The first time | met Fr Matthew was in November 2022, when
the Syro Malabar Community approached the Society for
Christian Doctrine, known in Malta as MUSEUM, for assistance in
the Sunday Catechism. It was the first time | had come into
contact with the Syro Malabar community in Malta.

| was struck by Fr Matthew's prudence in communication. He
listened a lot and spoke only when necessary. He came across
as a man in love with God and totally devoted to the
community he was assigned to serve. As time went by, | came
to appreciate and confirm the Christian virtues in Fr Matthew,
shown in his dedication to each and every member of the
community. Our weekly meetings on Sunday afternoons
revealed a shepherd who, in the words of Pope Francis,

‘smells like his flock', Fr Matthew would come to Catechism
Classes in Msida after celebrating one Qurbana or more around
the island, and sometimes, would be on his way to Gozo to take
care of the flock on the sister island.

| was really strengthened by his gentle manner of greeting the
parents on his way to the classes and by his dedlication to every
catechism group, from the youngest Bible Nursery Group to the
oldest Young People in Class 1. He had a word and a smile for
everyone, delivered in great silence. This is the silence where
God

speaks througha person. It is the silence of the person who lets
God make him a meeting place where God and men, God and
women, God and children, God and young people, meet. In this
way, the virtues of the shepherd are transferred to the flock
and the

sheep ‘smell like the shepherd',

It is no wonder that the Syro Malabar community in Malta has
hecome a beacon of light in a country where the Catholic roots
are being threatened. God has sent Fr Matthew as a gift and a
light to: this ever growing community to sustain the faith of
the local population.

Dear Fr Matthew, thank you for letting God's love shine
through your life and words. Thank you for the
steadfast faith and the gentle way in which you
treated every person who came into your life during
these years of service in Malta. Thank you for keeping
alight the fire that was kindled on this island by the
Apostle Paul two thousand years ago. Your presence
and your ministry have made the Syro

Malabar community a ray of hope for many who come
into contact with your people in daily life. You have
now been called to travel from the island of the
Apostle Paul to the larger island of the Apostle Patrick.
Both of these apostles had to cast away the evil one,
symhbolised by the snake, on their arrival. They cast it
away by their faith in the One whom the

Apostle Thomas called: 'My Lord and My God!" May you
travel forward in the presence of the dear Lord Jesus
Christ, light of all nations, conqueror over the evil one.
Allow me to end this message with a word from St
George Preca, the Maltese Saint; 'Set yourself ablaze
with the fervent desire of giving souls to Jesus, but
first give him your own ,and then those of many
others?

Thank you, Lord, for having given us Fr Matthew.

And thank you, Fr Matthew, for having given us the
Lord!

May God be with you and guide you. And, in St Ignatius
Loyola's prayer, “May the Holy Mother keep you close
to her son!”

Grazzi hafnal
Br. Joseph Bonnici (MUSEUM)
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